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but we are running  
 the European Statistical System 

[…] to provide independent high quality statistics […] 
ð relevance, accuracy, timeliness, punctuality, accessibility, clarity, 
comparability, coherence 
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User expectations are changing 
we need to keep their trust 

Newspaper article on tourism at the Belgian 
coast during the long Easter weekend, released 
one day after the weekend: 

"150 000 same-day visitors on Easter Sunday,  
400 000 during the entire three-day weekend" 

Monitoring by the regional tourism board, in cooperation 
with a mobile network operator & the road infrastructure 
administration. 

In comparison:  
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•  About the individual 
•  Features changing slowly or 

rarely 
•  Recorded at coarse timescale 

(months, years) 

•  Collected by public institutions 

•  About single events,  transactions  
à sub-individual level 

•  Features changing continuously  
•  Recorded at fine timescale  

(minutes, seconds) 

•  Often held in the private sector 

 micro-
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Surface data and deep data 
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Implications for data access, 
data/process governance, 

confidentiality 
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Sharing	control	with	sources		
over	computation	execution	
à	trust,	participation,	engagement	

Maximal	transparency	
à open-source	code,	

public	scrutiny	

Adopt	Secure	Private	Computing	Technologies	
à disclosing	only	the	desired	output	information									

	not	the	whole	input	data	

Privacy-by-design and transparency 
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sharing computation = sharing control 
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Data: a scarce commodity in the past 



From concentrating efforts on 
collecting data,   



To distilling veracious information 
from the ubiquitous source  

in the future 
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