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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Context  

Administrative	data	can	 increasingly	be	utilised	both	 for	official	 statistics	and	to	 facilitate	new	
research,	enabling	the	development	of	evidence-based	policy	 for	 the	public	benefit.	Access	 to	
these	 highly	 detailed	 and	 confidential	 data	 requires	 highly	 secure	 access	 conditions	 and	 has	
been	 mainly	 facilitated	 by	 the	 establishment	 of	 national	 Research	 Data	 Centres	 (RDCs).	
Although	access	across	borders	to	controlled	microdata	is	starting	to	develop,	it	still	is	rare,	and	
a	 very	 difficult	 process	 to	 set	 up.	Moreover,	 using	 controlled	microdata	 from	more	 than	 one	
source	 is	a	big	 challenge,	 if	 they	are	 fragmented	 in	 ‘silos’	between	RDCs,	which	 is	particularly	
the	 case	 at	 an	 international	 level	 [1].	 All	 the	 above	 are	 major	 obstacles	 for	 international	
comparative	research,	especially	for	public	policy	evaluations.	

 

1.2. Objective  

Based	 on	 lessons	 learned	 from	 previous	 discussions	with	 international	 audiences	 such	 as	 the	
OECD,	 Eurostat	 and	 projects	 as	 ‘Data	 without	 Boundaries’	 and	 the	 ‘Nordic	Microdata	 Access	
Network’,	the	International	Data	Access	Network	(IDAN)	aims	to	create	a	concrete	operational	
international	 framework	 to	 facilitate	 researcher	 access	 to	 controlled	 microdata	 from	 various	
countries.	 IDAN,	 founded	 in	 2018,	 involves	 six	 RDCs	 from	 France	 (CASD),	 Germany	 (IAB	 and	
GESIS),	the	Netherlands	(CBS),	and	the	United	Kingdom	(ONS	and	UKDS). 

2. METHODS 

Within	IDAN,	research	use	of	controlled	access	data	is	facilitated	via	reciprocal	provision	of	Safe	
Room	Remote	Desktop	Access.	As	a	first	step,	access	points	in	partners’	Safe	Rooms	are	set	up.	
Although	it	requires	researchers	to	come	to	one	of	the	Network’s	RDCs,	it	does	enable	them	to	
work	 remotely	 on	 analysing	 international	 controlled	 data	 provided	 by	 partner	 countries	 from	
within	their	local	RDC,	wherever	legislation	and	data	producers	allow.	This	first	step	is	based	on	
bilateral	 agreements.	 Further,	 it	 requires	 discussions	 and	 agreements	 between	 all	 partners	
regarding	 the	 requirements	 and	 surveillance	 for	 Safe	 Rooms	 which	 differ	 from	 partner	 to	
partner,	 thus	 paving	 the	 way	 for	 next	 steps	 towards	 a	 multilateral	 Network	 agreement.	 The	
latter	 would	 allow	 researchers	 to	 combine	 data	 from	 different	 sources	 in	 the	 same	 secure	
environment.		

 

3. RESULTS 

The	paper	will	describe	the	journey	and	outcomes	of	the	first	two	IDAN	years,	e.g.:			
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1) the	 rationale	 for	 the	 ‘quick	 wins’	 strategy	 that	 has	 been	 chosen,	 starting	
with	bilateral	agreements	and	the	 implementation	of	the	various	partners’	
access	points	in	all	partners’	Safe	Rooms;	

2) the	Network’s	starting	point	of	various	secure	modes	of	access	and	access	
requirements;	

3) the	 bilateral	 agreements	 that	 have	 been	 signed,	 analysing	 similarities	 and	
differences	as	well	as	difficulties	encountered,	solutions	and	outcomes;		

4) the	Network’s	security	requirements	and	the	first	practical	agreements	 for	
handling	differences;		

5) first	workflows	that	have	been	set	up	between	Network	partners	for	hosting	
network	users	in	their	Safe	Rooms;	

6) how	we	promote	the	use	of	the	Network	facilities	[2]	[3]	and	our	partners’	
data	 via	 our	 website	 (https://idan.network/),	 conferences	 [4],	 	 and	 first	
projects	on	data	comparability	[5];			

7) on-going	research	projects,	showcasing	France	and	Germany.		

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

As	demonstrated,	the	first	two	IDAN	years	have	been	very	successful	in	many	respects:	several	
international	 access	 agreements	 have	 been	 signed,	 Safe	 Rooms	 established,	 security	
requirements	 agreed,	 projects	 started,	 and	 promotional	 work	 undertaken	 [6].	 The	 paper	 will	
conclude	 by	 discussing	 next	 steps	 towards	 a	 multilateral	 Network	 agreement.	 While	 user	
accreditation,	 enrolment,	 and	 output	 checks	 for	 confidentiality	 (Statistical	 Disclosure	 Control	
(SDC)	would	 remain	 in	 the	partners’	hands,	 the	Network	aims	 to	 facilitate	and	accelerate	 the	
process	of	multiple	accreditations	by	looking	into	harmonising	rules	for	SDC	output	checks	and	
possibly	sharing	training/enrolment	sessions.	A	major	challenge	will	be	to	allow	researchers	to	
combine	 data	 for	 analysis	 in	 the	 same	 research	 environment.	 Finally	 the	 agreed	 minimum	
requirements	 for	 Safe	 Rooms	 will	 form	 the	 basis	 for	 an	 extension	 of	 the	 Network	 to	 other	
partners/countries.		
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